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Our Vision

To contribute to a better Victoria through thoughtful
and purposeful charitable support and community
involvement.
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To build stronger communities by supporting those
who are disadvantaged, and providing relief to
their families and carers, by assisting needy
members of the Fraternity, their dependents and
by aiding the youth of Victoria to achieve their
education goals.
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A WORD FROM THE GRAND MASTER
One of the principal aims of Freemasonry is
to practice universal charity. This is expressed
in a number of ways:
•

•
•
•

•

We consider charity as being goodwill to
all, regardless of status, sex, religion or
ethnic backgound.
We care for all in society through our
giving, not only for Freemasons.
We primarily raise money from our
members to give to deserving causes.
For over 150 years, the Freemasons of
Victoria give as generously as we
possiblty can, in both a financial way,
but also through voluntary work. Helping
our communities at local level and also in
funding major Victorian Projects to help the
most vulnerable in society.
The Freemasons of Victoria have always
been concerned with the care of the
sick, the children and the elderly and
this is still at the heart of our giving.
We also now give to various medical
research programmes such as Prostate
Cancer and seeking a cure for Dementia.

In simple terms, Freemasonry as the oldest
and largest fraternity in the world has, as its
purpose:

To help our world become a better place
In many ways, our individual legacy as
Freemasons is measured by what we have
done for others in helping and supporting them.
We as Freemasons therefore look to give of
our time and our money to give meaning to our
life, to create lasting change for the good of
society and give a helping hand to those in need.
The Freemasons Foundation Victoria is one of
our core planks of this giving and is committed
to a vision of making Victoria a stronger and
healthier community through thoughtful and
purposeful charitable support. Empowering
organisations and Freemasons as change agents.

In 2017/2018 the Foundation distributed over
$2.0 million taking the total distribution across
scholarships and granting to over $6.3 million
since 2014.
This has included the funding of the new
Intensive Care Unit at Werribee Mercy Hospital
of $500,000 and funding to the new Oncology
unit at Horsham Hospital with $150,000. This
together with ongoing support for Monash
Children’s Hospital, Australian Prostate Centre
and The Think Pink Foundation for breast
cancer are just some of the funding support to
making for a healthier Victoria.
From supporting of Backpacks 4 Vic Kids, a
new mini-bus for the children of Nungurner
Primary School, new desks for the children
at Sale Primary School and also by giving
more than $400,000 in scholarships and
awards to students across Victoria.
As Grand Master of Freemasons Victoria I
salute the general memberships for their
generosity in both time and resources to
support their communities. The Directors and
team at the Foundation have shown their
individual commitment to supporting the vision
of the Foundation and on behalf of all
Freemasons but also as someone lucky enough
to call Victoria my family’s home, I congratulate
and thank you for all your dedication and efforts
in making the world a better place for all of us.
Most Worshipful Brother Keith Murray
Grand Master
Freemasons Victoria
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Welcome to the third annual report of
Freemasons Foundation Victoria.
The Foundation is now four years old. In this
time over $4.6M has been granted into the
Community making a real difference to many
lives and organisations across Victoria.
These are significant investments which as
Freemasons we can be proud. As an
organisation it is such a privilege to be able to
contribute grants that change people’s lives
and enhance the community.
The Foundation continues to support Lodges
in their philanthropic activities with significant
funds set aside for this assistance. This is vital
for the Foundation as Lodges know their
communities best. They know what will make a
difference, what organisations might be
missing out, what may be lacking and
importantly what will have the greatest
benefit. Lodges also contribute funds of their
own, which are often matched by the
Foundation, thus making an even greater
contribution. There is never a shortage of
causes or organisations in the community that
require philanthropic support and this seems to
be growing year upon year.
An important question Lodges should ask
themselves is “are we making the most from
our community activities and contributions?”
The days of just quietly handing over a cheque,
donation or gift have changed. It is important
that Lodges maximise their activities as
without you in the community the opportunity
of further funding is significantly reduced.
Scholarships continue to be a very significant
contribution and investment into the youth of
Victoria.
For over 129 years Freemasonry has been
contributing to the community of Victoria
with scholarships forming a very large part of this.

In May the Foundation continued this tradition
holding a very successful Scholarships and
Awards presentation evening. Since 2015 and
including this year’s recipients, the Foundation
has facilitated 518 scholarships totaling the
very significant amount of $1,193,300.
Freemasons should be proud of their
Foundation as you have all contributed to its
success in some form.
On behalf of the fellow Directors, thank you to
the Members of the Company for their
continued support, it is very much appreciated.
Thank you to Neil in his role as Executive
Officer for ensuring everything continues to
run smoothly.
Finally, my absolute sincere thanks to the
Directors of the Foundation. Many people may
not realise that the Directors are volunteers
who have generously given up their time to
support Freemasonry and the community.I am
incredibly proud of each and every one of
you. Your skill, passion, knowledge, expertise
and commitment are something to be admired
and one everyone involved in Freemasonry
should take immense pride.
The Foundation now has a fantastic platform to
be a shining light in the state of Victoria. I look
forward to the coming year and what difference
we can all make.
Andre Clayton
Chairman
Freemasons Foundation Victoria
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MEMBERS, DIRECTORS AND MANAGEMENT

Left to right: Ted Finch, Neil Cripps, Philip Mayers, David Gibbs, Carol Scholes-Robertson, Andrew Dexter, Keith Murray (GM),
Andre Clayton, Richard Elkington (DGM), Don Reynolds (IPGM), Myles King and Dr George Streitberg.
Absent:Timothy Clark, Jane Hill, George Sutherland and Dr John Maynard.

A proud and rich history, investing in our communities and
your future.
We are an organisation of good men, supporting each other,
our families and communities.
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ORGANISATION STRUCTURE

			
Members

Petitions and Grants Advisory Committee
Myles King - Chair

Don Reynolds - IPGM
Richard Elkington - DGM
George Sutherland

Philip Mayers
Terry Clifton
Graham Flaherty
Bernard Henry

Keith Murray - GM

Dr John Maynard

Directors
Andre Clayton - Chairman
Dr George Streitberg - Deputy Chairman
Timothy Clark
Andrew Dexter
Ted Finch
David Gibbs
Jane Hill
Myles King
Philip Mayers
Carol Scholes - Robertson

Executive

Neil Cripps - Executive Officer
Jacintha Chiang - Marketing Coordinator

Sub Committees
Strategic and Partnership Advisory Group
David Gibbs - Chair
Ted Finch
Jane Hill
Myles King
Dr George Streitberg
Ian Urquhart

Scholarships and Educational Support Advisory
Committee
Dr George Streitberg - Chair
Andrew Dexter
Roger Manderson
Allan Pigdon
Alan Roberts
David Waugh
Finance, Investment and Audit Committee
Carol Scholes-Robertson - Chair
Andre Clayton
Andrew Dexter
Roy Alderton
Marketing, Communication and Funds
Development Committee
Ted Finch - Chair
Timothy Clark
Andrew McPhee
Andrew Power
Thad Mangolino
Human Resources Advisory Committee
Jane Hill - Chair
Timothy Clark
Ted Finch
Philip Mayers

Hillel Benedykt retired by rotation as a Member in April 2018
Barry Minster resigned as a Director in March 2018
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WERRIBEE MERCY HOSPITAL
In June 2018, Freemasons Foundation Victoria
announced a grant of $500,000 (over 2 years)
to Werribee Mercy Hospital to purchase
much needed equipment for the new
Intensive Care Unit.
Werribee Mercy Hospital struggled to keep up
with the unprecedented population growth in
the region. Each week, more than 80 babies
are born at the hospital and 20 new families
arrive in the catchment area. This population
boom has required expansion of Werribee
Mercy Hospital, both in size and type of
services available.

The new eight-bed intensive care unit will
help keep Wyndham families together in times
of medical crisis. Previously, patients and
their families were often separated because
the average distance to a hospital with an
intensive care unit was 35km.
By Adj Prof Stephen Cornelissen Group CEO

With assistance from Freemasons
Foundation Victoria and other donors, the
Wyndham community will now have access to
six new operating theatres,a central sterilizing
department and 56 new inpatient beds.
Official opening at Werribee Mercy Hospital

Announcement of $500,000 grant to Werribee Mercy Hospital at June 2018 Quarterly Communication
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INSPIRATIONAL QUILTS
When Nancy established Inspirational
Quilts in 2005, it’s goal was to donate 1,000 quilts
to sick children and/or individuals going through
a challenging time. To achieve this, it relied
solely on the generosity of quilters including
Nancy. Quilts are very time consuming to make,
and also quite expensive. Nancy found it rather
challenging to find ladies who would spend a
substantial amount of money for materials as
well as hours and hours of time making a quilt
and ask them to give it away.
Since June 2007, Freemasonry has
provided $42,000 to Inspirational Quilts to
enable them to purchase materials in bulk at a
reduced cost. It is then prepared/cut into kits
and quilters are then able to take kits home
and make them without any expense to
themselves, they only need to donate their time
and this is something all quilters are happy to
give, therefore making it very successful.

Without the contributions made by Freemasons,
Inspirational Quilts would not have reached it’s
current amount of over 3,000 quilts donated. It
has been a major part of the Charity’s
continued growth and very much
appreciated by all.

Completed quilt recognising the Foundation’s support

LODGE BELVOIR 727
Lodge Belvoir 727 this year distributed $19,600
in donations to local community organisations
which included Student bursaries ($3,600),
Scouting groups ($2,700) and Uniting
Care ($1,000).

During the year Lodge Belvoir primarily raises
funds from sausage sizzles held each week.
Over six years the Lodge has donated more
than $60,000 to various community
organisations.

Combining with Wangaratta Lodge of St.John (22),
Bogong Lodge (197), Myrtleford Lodge (222) and
the coordination of Worshipful Brother John
Reygers a donation of $10,000 was also made to
Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre which
enabled the purchase of 20 iPads and 50 sets
of headphones for the use by patients as they
undergo cancer treatment at the centre.

iPads and headsets for Albury Wodong Regional Cancer Centre
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PETITIONS AND GRANTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
As the recently appointed Chair of PAGAC,
I want to commence by thanking and
congratulating the former chair, Ted Finch for
his commitment in managing the committee
and dedication to serving Freemasonry in general.

$47,000 to

Entertainment
Assist for mental
health program
The role of PAGAC is to administer grant and
petition applications from Lodges and
Community Grant applications. This financial
year has seen an increase in the value of
grants funded. The Foundation has also
provided funding to several significant
community projects aimed at improving the lives
of people in the community. However, there is
always room for improvement. In recent months,
a review of business processes around
granting was undertaken.

Working with Neil Cripps, the Foundation
Executive Officer, fellow Directors and members
of the PAGAC committee some opportunities
were identified to improve our processes.
The Foundation Board has ratified the
proposed changes which will not only improve
the Foundation business practices but more
importantly provide much needed grant funding
to philanthropic projects in a more timely and
efficient manner. It is anticipated that most of
the Lodge Supported Grant Applications will now
be processed and completed within a
calendar month of the application being
received online through ‘SmartyGrants’
provided the application contains all the
necessary information in the first instance.
I cannot stress strongly enough that the more
information supplied with the initial application,
the greater the chance of receiving funding
in a timely manner.

Myles King
Chair of PAGAC

Support Monash
Gully District with
$25,000 grant to
Interchange Outer
East Sibling
Program

$15,000 to

support Portland
Lodge with their
charitable work.

79%

$13,092

Approval Rate

Grant Size

Grant Application

Average
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MARKETING, COMMUNICATION AND FUNDS
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Over the past twelve months I have had the
privilege of Chairing the Marketing,
Communications and Funds Development
Committee. This committee included
Andre Clayton, Timothy Clark, Andrew Power,
Andrew McPhee and Thad Mangalino. As chair
I would like to acknowledge and thank all of
them for their input and assistance. Thanks is
also given to Neil Cripps our Executive Officer
and Jacintha Chiang who have done a
wonderful job in bringing our Annual Report to
fruition.
The Committee has been extremely busy this
past year with a number of highlights, ultimately
culminating in this years Annual Report.
Following the Foundation’s grant of $500,000 to
the Werribee Mercy Hospital Critical Care Unit,
permanent signage at the Hospital was
installed. This very highly visible signage,
acknowledging Freemasons support of the
critical care unit, has shone a light on
Freemasonry in Melbourne’s West, which we
hope leads to community awareness of our
organisation and our activities.
We are currently well advanced in producing a
video production highlighting several aspects of
Freemasonry and the Foundation. We hope these
will be shared amongst the fraternity as a means
of showing the community what Freemasonry
contributes to the community and making a
difference in the lives of so many people.

The Foundation recently launched an initiative to
each and every Lodge in Victoria, offering the
sum of $5,000 which can be granted to a
local cause or not-for-profit organisation. The
committee is actively encouraging lodges to
take up this initiative and make a significant
difference in their local community.
Another initiative which will be heavily promoted
in the coming year are Named Sub-Funds. This
will provide Lodges, Businesses and even
individuals the opportunity to establish their
own philanthropic pool of funds, within the
Foundation Trusts, to support charitable
causes close to their hearts.
The Freemasons Foundation website and
Facebook pages have recently been updated.
We hope this has made the experience for those
visiting our site more enjoyable and informative.
Feedback is always welcome and appreciated.
On a personal note, I wish to advise that my time
as a Director of the Foundation has come to
an end. I have enjoyed 8 years of philanthropic
contribution to our wonderful organisation (four
years with the Foundation and four years with
the Board of Benevolence). I very much look
forward to the Foundation’s growth and
contribution to the community and I thank the
Directors and Members of the Foundation for
the support they have given me.

Ted Finch
Chair of MCFDC

Freemasons inspiring people to build healthy
communities.
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CONTRIBUTING TO A BETTER VICTORIA

Rosebank Lodge (348) and Freemasons Foundation Victoria
combine to contribute $1,600 to Lismore and District Rural
Fire Brigades Group to purchase laptop.

With the support of Freemasons Foundation Victoria,
Berwick Balcara Lodge (359) donated $28,000 to Officer
Specialist School to build a sensory room for students.

All Nations Lodge (28) in Clunes and Freemasons
Foundation Victoria supporting Hepburn Health’s Emergency
Relief Program with $600 donation.

Freemasons Foundation Victoria supported Gippsland
Lakes Lodge (715) in purchasing a new bus for
Nungurner Primary School.

Carrisbrook Lodge (405) and Freemasons Foundation
Victoria combine to donate $400 to Talbot CFA.

Garibaldi Lodge (890) and Freemasons Foundation
Victoria combine to donate $5,000 to Olivia Newton-John
Cancer and Wellness Centre.
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Sturt-Buninyong United Lodge (23) and Freemasons
Foundation Victoria contribute $810 to Uniting Care
Ballarat in support of Operation Winter Warmth.

Portland Lodge (6) and Freemasons Foundation Victoria
combine to contribute $6,400 for Blood Pressure/ Heart
Monitoring Units for use in the sub-acute ward of
Portland District Health.

Portland Lodge of Victoria (6) and Freemasons
Foundation Victoria combine to donate $2,600 to
Portland Scouts.

Freemasons Foundation Victoria and Baden Powell
Lodge (488) combine to donate 16 Automatic External
Defibrillators to Scouting campsites across Victoria.

Swan Hill Lodge (919) and Freemasons Foundation
Victoria supporting Swan Hill Woodworkers Club with
$1,765 enabling them to purchase new equipment.

Lodge Noble (783),The Mordialloc Lodge of Charity
(258) and Freemasons Foundation Victoria combine to
donate $15,000 to Backpack 4 Vic Kids.
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND EDUCATIONAL
SUPPORT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Scholarships And Awards
The scholarships and awards granted directly
by SESAC cover post-secondary education and
secondary education. The number of applicants
for general academic and specific scholarships
and awards was again large and of high
calibre.The John R Evans Memorial
Scholarship for Law was inaugurated this year.

140 awards to
tertiary and
secondary
students.
I would like to thank the assessors: Andrew
Dexter, Roger Manderson, Allan Pigdon, Alan
Roberts and David Waugh for their dedication
and time in reviewing the applications. The
Scholarships and Awards presentation was
held at the MCEC on Wednesday, 9th May. It
was a wonderful evening with over 400
students and families coming from all over
Victoria to be part of this significant recognition
of our outstanding recipients.

$400k supporting
the youth of
Victoria to achieve
their education
goals.
Lodge Scholarships
SESAC continues to support Lodges with their
local community scholarships, bursaries
and awards for primary and secondary
students. The year 2017–18 saw $74,120
given for this purpose. It is pleasing to hear
of the widespread appreciation for these
awards given to the local schools.

Freemasonsawarding Victorian
Masonic
Scholarships since
1912.

Bursaries

Bursaries have also been awarded during the
year to students who require financial assistance
to continue their studies. These take into
account the income of the students and their
academic progress. In total these amounted
to $26,500.
Dr. George Streitberg
Deputy Chair
Chair of SESAC

2018 Scholarship Recipients
Distribution

Non
Metropolitan
area
60%

Catholic
Schools
20%
Government
Schools
40%

Metropolitan
area
40%

Private
Schools
40%

11

Music Scholarship Recipients: Louis Nicoll, Hannah Shin and
Rosemary Yang with Simon, Hillel and Ron Benedykt.

Recipients of Year 10 Scholarships and Awards with Richard
Elkington.

Recipients of Year 12 Scholarships and Awards with Philip
Mayers.

Inaugural recipient of John R Evans Memorial Law
Scholarships Bailey Webb with Mrs Rosemary Evans and
Robert Evans.

Recipient of Freemasons Foundation 2018 Scholarship Jake
Barker with Keith Murray.

Recipient of a Post-Secondary Education Award Lahra
Gallagher with Jane Hill.
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JEMIMA MONTAG - 2017 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Good evening everyone and congratulations
on your respective academic awards. It’s
exciting to speak to a room full of
passionate learners who are at this unique
stage when they can really steer their lives in
so many directions. A year ago, I sat in your
position and due to the generous award
provided to me by Freemasons for which I’m
so grateful, I have now started my second year
of the Bachelor of Science at Melbourne
University with my other main focus as an
elite 20km racewalker.
A year ago, I decided to step up to a more elite
level of athletics coinciding with transitioning to
the senior distance of 20km. I had a long held
dream of making a senior Australian team.
That long-term goal seemed crazy at first,
coming out of year 12 when there’s weekly
cake days and not too much time to exercise.
But instead of allowing my big goal to
overwhelm me, I tried to take each training
session as it came, reminding myself that I
wasn’t going to spring out of bed every
morning filled with motivation but that what’s
more important is actually just turning up. If
we focus on the outcome rather than the
process, we’d never get anything done. If you
only did practice exams on days where you
were really feeling on top of it, if I only went to
training on days where my body felt great, the
accumulation of smaller steps over a period of
time wouldn’t be there, making it very difficult
to create change. Persistence is essential,
focusing on the process rather than the
outcome by creating small steps to your final goal.

I stayed calm amidst adversity: when the
pressure was on, when people stormed
ahead, when a teammate was pulled off the
course and disqualified.
When I began to feel exhausted, I looked to
my family and friends in the crowd to give me
energy to overcome this challenge. I draped
the Australian flag across my back and the
gold medal was placed around my neck.
I knew my “why”. It was for the incredible
reward that comes with dedicating yourself
to a vision and then seeing it come to life, it’s
for the amazing friends that are made along
the way from all over the world, it’s for the pride
and happiness that I see reflected on the faces
of my family and friends when they watch me
doing what I love, it’s for the unique opportunity
to represent my country and for the ability to
continuously defy the limitations that I
previously thought were unbreakable.
Allow yourself to wonder and while you do so,
don’t place limitations on what you believe
to be possible. Set small achievable goals on
your journey to realising your bigger visions.
Remind yourself of your “why” and if you lose
sight of it, focus on surrounding yourself with
the supportive, inspiring and loving people
who will help you rediscover these driving
forces. Once you’ve got your reason,
persevere, even in times of adversity and
go fearlessly in the pursuit of whatever sets
your soul on fire.
Extract from Jemima Montag’s talk at Freemasons Foundation
Victoria 2018 Scholarship & Awards presentation.

At the national championships earlier this year
I crossed the line in second place I had made
my first senior Australian team and I’d be going
to the Gold Coast 7 weeks later for the
Commonwealth Games.When the competition
day arrived, there was no question in my mind
about how it was going to turn out.

2018 Commonwealth Gold Medalist
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THINK PINK FOUNDATION
Supporting Blokes
In 2013 the Think Pink Living Centre
developed and implemented the Supporting
Blokes Program specifically designed to
provide specialised support to the male
partners (and/or family members) of women
diagnosed with Breast Cancer.
Thanks to a Community Grant of $37,000 from
Freemasons Foundation Victoria in 2018,
Think Pink has been able to extend this program
to rural communities. The project seeks to create
a network of Supporting Blokes groups
facilitated by health professionals and peer
support volunteers within the local rural region.
This group enables participants to gather and
support men and their families during the
challenging time following a loved one’s breast
cancer diagnosis. It is envisaged that the
community support groups initiated in this pilot
project will gather on an ongoing basis, making
a difference to the quality of the lives of their
participants and families.

Physical Therapies Support
The Foundation also provided a grant of
$67,000 to Think Pink to fund their professional
wig fitting program and therapy massage services.

Facilitation of additional massage therapy
services by qualified therapists has also
been possible through this financial provision.
Massage therapy is beneficial in providing relief
of muscle tightness and restriction and skin
irritation as well as lymphoedema swelling
which can be adverse physical side effects of
cancer treatment. The benefits of physical
touch may also include improved vitality,
physical function and pain management.
These services provided free of charge, are
some of the most in demand and valuable
services, often providing an introduction point
for clients to participate in other support
services offered at Think Pink.
One in eight women will be diagnosed with
Breast Cancer in their life time and many of
these women will be the mothers, wives,
sisters, daughters and friends of Freemasons.
The Supporting Blokes, Wig Fitting
Consultation and Massage Therapies
Program demonstrates the caring nature,
practical benevolence and ongoing
commitment of Freemasonry in supporting
men, their families and communities in both
rural and metropolitan settings.

The psychological impact of altered body
image and hair loss due to treatment can
negatively impact a woman’s confidence,
affecting her social and physical relationships
and general wellbeing.
The impact of the provision of a wig should
not be underestimated, one client stated that
the wig Think Pink had supplied had “changed
her life” and reported that she would “go home
to remove the newspaper she had placed on
the mirrors around her house, so she did not
have to see her own image”.

Mya G.Grayly and Don Reynolds receiving certificate of
appreciation from Irene Hendel OAM.

14

STRATEGIC AND PARTNERSHIP ADVISORY GROUP
“Taking a Strategic Approach”
The Foundation is now in its fourth year and
has distributed more than $4.6m to Victorian
communities. Freemasons can be
enormously proud of the support that has
been provided towards building healthy
communities with a strategic focus.
The Foundation seeks to make grants that
are aligned with our brand as Freemasons,
contribute to the well being of the people of
Victoria and wherever possible work in
conjunction with Lodges and their Districts. We
do not limit grant making to specific sectors
although our Board has identified health and
education as key themes where we can assist
to build healthier communities.We have little
interest in contributing to recurring
administrative overheads of charitable
institutions but make best endeavours to grow
organisational sustainability.
A strategic partnerships sub committee of the
Board develops ongoing opportunities
through partnerships with organisations to
realise the Foundation’s wish to advance the
reputation of Freemasonry in Victoria as a
caring, charitable and community-minded
organisation.

In health, our significant support of the
Monash Children’s Hospital continues. We
have added the significant purchase of
equipment for the Werribee Mercy Hospital
this year along with short term accommodation
for families with relatives in the Intensive Care
Unit of Northern Health in Epping.
Current work is forging relationships with
Gather My Crew which is a free online
rostering tool that helps people going
through tough times coordinate the help that
they want. In addition, we have been working
with Royal Freemasons to work out if there is a
way that Freemasons could provide tangible
support through accommodation and other
services targeted specifically to young people
who might otherwise find themselves cared for
by the aged care sector.
Each of these grant recipients has a person or
liaison committee which regularly connects the
recipient with Freemasons to further the mutual
opportunities. Our relationships, starting with
a grant, often lead to a much deeper engagement
in which Freemasons contribute in many ways
including volunteering in their support
individually and through Lodges.

David Gibbs
Chair of SAPAG

During the period of this report our seed
funding has been of significance in enabling
the journey of the Australian Prostate Centre
towards achieving a world class status in its
research into this number one killer disease of
men in our society. Our three year funding of
Hope Bereavement Services has given them
scope to develop over time, their sustainable
counselling model.The celebrated Melbourne
Symphony Orchestra is touring regional
Victoria with the support of our grant. Our long
association with Think Pink Foundation continues.
Hope Bereavement Services cheque presentation
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AUSTRALIAN PROSTATE CENTRE
The Freemasons Foundation
Victoria Day Procedure wing
continues to help save and
extend lives.
Mr Vincent Furina came to the Freemasons Day
Procedure Wing at the Australian Prostate
Centre (APC) 12 months after he had his
prostate removed for intermediate grade
prostate cancer. He had struggled greatly with
ongoing symptoms of urinary incontinence
frequency and hourly urge and wetting
himself most days. He gets up twice most nights
to go to the bathroom. He wears an
incontinence pad daily, has tried medication
and has had some improvement with regular
pelvic floor exercises with the physiotherapists
at APC.
The Urodynamic study was booked in during a
simple appointment at APC with staff that were
familiar to Mr Furina. This was important to
Mr Furina due to the invasive and personal
approach needed with obtaining a study of
this type.

After a comprehensive history of symptoms,
the study was conducted over about 30
minutes in the Freemasons Day Procedure
Wing and the nursing staff and urologist were
able to provide Mr Furina with the reassurance
and information of a diagnosis of overactive
bladder and a plan to assist better control of
his incontinence.
The comfort, privacy and modern equipment
used at APC, donated by the Freemasons
Foundation Victoria, assists greatly with
providing patients with the dignity often lacking
in a public hospital setting. The set up in the
Freemasons Day Procedure Wings allows
APC to see patients in an efficient way and
spare them long waiting times. It also allows
them privacy and comfort during procedures
that can feel invasive and uncomfortable.
All clinicals involved in Mr Furina’s care at APC
further assisted in the improvement and support
of his ongoing prostate cancer surveillance.
Thanks to the Freemasons Day Procedure
Wing, APC were able to dramatically improve
his urinary continence and change his whole life
for the better.
Extracted from APC Impact Report 2018

Freemasons Foundation Victoria Day Procedure Wing waiting room at APC in North Melbourne
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Freemasons Foundation Victoria
for the year ended 30 June 2018
The Freemasons Public
Charitable Foundation
Investment Income
Other Income
Funds distributed
Operating expense
Net surplus for the year
Net Assets

Freemasons
Benevolent Fund

2018

2017

2018

2017

976,905
5,529
(656,460)
(126,475)
199,499

1,142,959
40,063
(593,451)
(110,896)
478,675

2,195,649
25,199
(1,438,122)
(395,010)
387,716

2,540,055
53.365
(1,325,395)
(277,852)
990,173

16,391,113

15,526,765

37,080,041

35,049,095

To obtain a copy of the full financial reports for the year, please visit our website at
www.freemasonsfoundation.org

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2018 FINANCIAL YEAR

$3.2m
Income

0.6%

Administration
expenses as a
precentage of net assets

$2.1m

Funds
distributed

343

Grants
approved
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How distributed funds contributed to a better Victoria

COMMUNITY
SERVICES &
WELFARE
$529,880

HEALTH
$921,574

YOUTH
$643,128

78%

Applications
approval rate

$0.6m

Surplus to support
maintenance of capital
income

$51.5m

Managed funds for
charitable activities
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WESTERN ENGLISH LANGUAGE SCHOOL
Since February 2015, Freemasons Foundation
Victoria has donated $50,000 to Western
English Language School (WELS) in Footscray
allowing them to run swimming programs for
their students many of whom are refugees and
new to Australia.
The funds allow WELS to provide students
subsidised swimming lessons, purchase
equipment needed for swimming including
bathers, towels, googles, swimming caps and
transport to and from the swimming pool.
Without the funding from Freemasons,
WELS would never be able to afford this
important and vital program for their students
which also teaches the children how to be
safe around water.

Students attending swimming program funded by Freemasons
Foundation Victoria.

TARALYE
For the past 17 years, Freemasons have
been generously supporting Taralye. This
support has enabled Taralye to support
approximately 102,000 children who are
deaf or hard of hearing. Freemasons have
also helped Tarayle improve its services in
audiology, early intervention, early childhood
and early learning to meet the growing needs
of the children and their families.

hearing loss. The equipment is helping Taralye
perform diagnostic audiology testing on
approximately 5,000 children each year from
birth to 18 years old, including 400 infants.

In 2017/2018 Freemasons assisted the
organisation by donating $30,000. The funding
has enabled Taralye to purchase a Madsen
Zodiac Tympanometer, a trampoline for the
kindergarten and funds for the replacement
of shade sails in the kindergarten outdoor
play area.
The Madsen Zodiac Tympanometer evaluates
the eardrum and the middle ear space behind
the eardrum, helping audiologists detect

New trampoline for the kindergarten at Taralye
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BECOME INVOLVED
One of the most important aspects of
Freemasonry is charity, which is a tenet we
learn at the beginning of our Masonic career.
As the charitable arm of Victorian Freemasonry,
the Foundation is the philanthropic face of all
Brethren within our local communities. It goes
without saying that we can only carry out the
tremendous work we do within the community
with the assistance of Victorian Lodges and the
generous giving of our Brethren.

Make a donation

Your help can assist the
Foundation to continue
assisting the Victorian
Community.

Give in your will

A simple way to help us
continue our work within the
community is by making a
bequest as part of your will.

Named sub funds

Preserve your donation and
provide for a long-term gift to
your chosen charity in years
to come via the creation of a
named sub-fund within our
charity structures.

For further information regarding donations, bequests or named sub
funds visit www.freemasonsfoundation.org

THANK YOU

Freemasons Foundation Victoria would like to say thank you to all
of the individuals and Lodges who have contributed financial
support during the year and to Freemasons Victoria
for ongoing support.

Freemasons - making the world a better place one man at a time.
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